Stool samples of 157 patients with AIDS, living in the county of São Paulo, were submitted to several techniques in the search for Cryptosporidium sp.. Among the various techniques tested for slide preparation (direct smear, spontaneous sedimentation method, and formol-ether concentration), the latter, formol-ether concentration, offered the best results, clearly outdoing all the others. Nineteen samples out of 157 prepared by this technique, after dyeing by the Kinyoun method or by carbol fuchsin dimethyl sulfoxide, were found to be positive for Cryptosporidium sp.. KEY WORDS: Cryptosporidium sp.; Cryptosporidiosis; AIDS.
INTRODUCTION
Cryptosporidium sp. was first described by TIZZER, in 1907, who observed this coccidium in the gastric mucosa of asymptomatic mice. SLAVIN, in 1955, associated it to severe disease, when noticed its presence in turkeys with acute diarrhea 13 . Since that time, several publications mention the finding of Cryptosporidium sp. in different animal species, with varied clinical pic tures 5 14 .
Since 1976, when the first human case of cryptosporidiosis was described, no more than seven cases had been reported in the literature until 1982 11 .
With the emergence of AIDS, Cryptosporidium sp. came to be frequently considered as the etiologic agent of prolonged and difficult to treat diarrhea in immunocompromised patients 11 . More recently, this coccidium has been incriminated as the causative agent of severe diarrhea, usually auto-limited, in immunocompetent individuals 4 10 , particularly among groups exposed to infected animals 12 .
In Brazil, the presence of Cryptosporidium sp. oocysts has been observed in the stool of patients with diarrhea episodes, with or without concomitant immunosuppressant process 2 3 8 15 .
Nevertheless, reports on the frequency of Cryptosporidium sp. isolation on the stools of individuals with AIDS are scarce and this was the main goal of the present study. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The presence of Cryptosporidium sp. oocysts in diarrheic stool samples was studied. 
